
COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS for WYOMING COUNTY Ð 2008
This application also available online:  www.artswyco.org

Administered by:                   Sponsored by:
ARTS COUNCIL           NYS Council on the Arts
for WYOMING COUNTY          Decentralization Program
31 South Main Street            175 Varick Street
Perry, New York 14530        New York, NY  10014
(585) 237-3517; butler@artswyco.org (212) 627-4455

Community Ar ts Grants in Wyoming County are part of the New York State Council on
the ArtsÕ (NYSCA) Decentralization Program. Created in 1977 by the NYS Legislature, the
Decentralization Program allows greater local involvement in funding decisions affecting
local, non-profit organizations offering artistic or cultural services and programs.  The Arts
Council for Wyoming County has been a Decentralization Site since 1985, and as such has
funds available from NYSCA to re-grant to non-profit organizations in Wyoming County.
Organizations may request funds for up to three projects not to exceed a total of $5,000 in
re-grant funds.  Individual artists are also eligible for funding, according to the enclosed
guidelines.  Through Community Ar ts Grants, the Arts Council for Wyoming County,
NYSCA and the NYS Legislature hope to expand, enhance, and increase arts and cultural
programs in our community.    

Application Deadline & Important Dates

Application Workshops: Required for first, second or third year applicants, or for
applicants who have not attended a workshop in two or more years:

July 18th, Wednesday, 6pm Cordelia Greene Library, Castile
July 24th, Tuesday, 6pm, Warsaw Public Library
July 25th, Weds., 6pm, Stevens Memorial Community Library, Attica
July 31st, Tuesday, 6pm, Arcade Free Library
Aug. 25th, Saturday, 10am, Arts Council for Wyoming County

APPLICATION DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 28, 2007
Applicant Notifications Mailed December 7, 2007
2008 Budget Revisions Due January 18, 2008
2007 Final Reports Due January 31, 2008
Awards Night & Checks distributed (tentative) March 7, 2008

An Application and instructions are enclosed.  For additional copies or further
information, please contact the Arts Council for Wyoming County, 585-237-3517 or
butler@artswyco.org.



ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATIONS
To be eligible to apply for a Community Arts Grant or
to be a sponsor for an artist or artist group,
organizations in Wyoming County must:
• Have been established for at least one year with an

active Board of Directors meeting on a regular
basis;

• Have not-for-profit status with proof of same based
on IRS 501(c)(3) status, registered with NYS
Charities Registration, chartered by the NYS
Board of Regents, or incorporated under Section
402 of the Not-for-Profit Law;
-OR -

• Have official authorization as an arm of a local
government (i.e., a formal letter on official
stationery signed by the appropriate county, town
or village executive.

Organizations which are INELIGIBLE include:
• DEC sites;
• Organizations applying directly to the New York

State Council on the Arts, regardless of the
application's status;

• Past sub-grantees that have failed to submit final
reports or have failed to comply with any other
contractual obligations;

• Public school districts, private or parochial
schools, their affiliates or components, or activities
exclusively meant to serve a student audience
(although Parent-Teacher
Organizations/Associations ARE eligible; include
copy of charter from NYS Board of Regents with
application);

• Four-year public universities and colleges;
• Individuals, unless formally sponsored by a not-

for-profit organization meeting all other
qualifications;

• New York State agencies and departments.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY GRANTS
Community Arts Grants are available to

residents of Wyoming County who meet the criteria
described in these guidelines, without regard to race,
color, religion, ancestry, national origin, sex, age,
sexual orientation, or disability.

The Arts Council for Wyoming County is
committed to assisting all interested parties to
complete applications. You are encouraged to ask
questions at any time during the application process.

FUNDING PERIOD
All projects funded in this cycle must take place
between January 1 and December 31, 2008.

ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS AND
ARTIST GROUPS
Individual artists or collaborating artists are eligible if
sponsored by an organization meeting the
requirements described on this page, and the following
is provided with application:

1. A letter of commitment from the sponsoring
organization stating its willingness to fulfill all
obligations and duties as a fiscal and
administrative agent for a grant award.

2. Indication in the application narrative that
funds will be used for cultural or artistic
programs or services in Wyoming County.

3. An artistic resume and sample(s) of work.
4. Proof of Wyoming County Residency.

In addition, an artist group, such as a writer's group,
musical group, or collaborating artists must be based
in Wyoming County to be eligible.

FUNDING RESTRICTIONS
Community Arts Grants may not be used for:

1. Non-arts related projects;
2. Equipment or capital expenditures;
3. Expenditures for the establishment of new

organizations;
4. Operating expenses;
5. Scholarships;
6. Fellowships;
7. Cultural activities restricted only to an

organization's membership;
8. In-school activities and programs, or activities

exclusively meant to serve a student audience.
9. Arts programs which are essentially

recreational, rehabilitative or therapeutic.
10. Non-incorporated chapters of organizations

located outside of Wyoming County;
11. Operating expenses of privately owned

facilities (e.g. homes and studios);
12. Budget requests which are greater than an

applicant organization's project expenses
minus total project income;

13. Entertainment costs (e.g. theatre parties,
museum opening receptions and fund-raising
benefits);

14. Contingency funds;
15. Textbooks;
16. Fees to children (other than professional youth

artists);
17. Lobbying;
18. Re-grants;
19. Contests, cash prizes, awards, or juried shows;
20. Purchase of artwork;
21. Fundraising Events



APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Applications must be legible. (Forms are available in
Acrobat PDF, MS-Word & ASCII formats on our
website or via email.)
All applications with proof of non-profit status and
support materials must be postmarked on or before the
deadline date:  Friday, 9/28/08. Please mail or return
to Community Arts Grants Program Coordinator at:

Arts Council for Wyoming County
PO Box 249
Perry, New York  14530

GRANT AMOUNTS & LIMITS
Minimum Grant Amount: $300.00
Maximum Grant Amounts are as follows:
$3000 to an organization or sponsored group that is a
first, second or third year applicant;
$5000 to an organization or sponsored group that has
received Community Arts Grants (Decentralization
funds) for at least three (3) years and plans to take a
substantial step in growth, or present a new and unique
project.
$5000 to an individual artist sponsored by a not-for-
profit organization.

GRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES
(Non-Compliance may affect future funding).
All grant recipients:
• Must file a final report by deadline.
• Are responsible for providing ACWC with copies of

publications and promotional materials related to
the funded project.

• Are responsible for providing ACWC advance
schedules / announcements of funded events.

• Are required to credit ACWC in the following
manner:  "This (event, project, program) is made
possible in part with public funds from the NYS
Council on the Arts' Decentralization Program,
which is administered in Wyoming County by the
Arts Council for Wyoming County."

REVIEW PROCEDURES
All Community Arts Grant Applications are screened
by ACWC staff for eligibility and fulfillment of
application requirements.  Final responsibility for
completeness of application remains with the
applicant.  Applications are reviewed by an
independent panel of Wyoming County residents.
This group, comprised of community leaders, artists
and educators, makes funding recommendations to
ACWC's Board of Directors.  Upon final approval by
the board, the recipient enters into a contractual
agreement with ACWC, with payment to follow
within 60 days.  Equal consideration will be given to
applications from ORGANIZATIONS, INDIVIDUAL
ARTISTS AND ARTIST GROUPS.

REVIEW CRITERIA
1. Quality and merit of the proposed project.
2. Credentials of artist/scholars in the project.

(Priority will be given to applications utilizing
Wyoming County artists.)

3. Community interest and benefit.
4. Non-duplication of existing programs/services

taking place in the same geographic area and
time.

5. Clearly defined objectives.
6. Stability of applicant or conduit organization.
7. Evidence of fiscal & managerial competence.
8. Demonstrated need for funding.
9. Level of detail in the application, appropriate

to the proposed program.  (Ex. a performance
series should include names of artists and
dates of performance(s). Ex. a traveling
musical group's plan should include dates &
locations.)

Application Instructions

PAGE 1: GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION
Enter the following as requested:
Project title
Grant request from Project Budget, page 3 of
Application.
Applicant  Ð Legal name of organization, artist or
group.
Sponsoring Organization -  Non-profit conduit
organization, necessary only if applicant is an
individual artist, collaborating artists, or a group
without its own non-profit status.
Project Summary - complete as indicated
Facility, location - the building(s) or location(s)
where event(s) will take place.
Project Start/End Dates - all projects must be
completed between 01/01 & 12/31/2008.
Target Audience & Number Served - (Ex. general,
youth, senior citizens, etc.); estimate total size of
audience who will view or attend event as indicated.

ORGANIZATIONAL INFORMATION
Purpose and activities: Mission statement and brief
explanation of what your organization does on a
regular basis to fulfill this mission or purpose.
Volunteer Information : The number of individuals
who volunteer for your organization regularly, and
approximately how many hours they contributed last
year.
Additional Information:  US Congressional and NYS
Assembly and Senatorial district numbers have been
entered for you; please be thorough in providing the
remaining requested information.



Type of organization - Indicate the non-profit status
of the organization applying, or sponsoring an artist or
group by checking appropriate line.
Attachments; include one copy with application
packet as requested (also see checklist).
List two contact persons for the project.  These
should be the key people in the project and available
to answer questions (project coordinators).  Individual
artists should always be listed as first primary contacts.
Please include email addresses.

PAGE 2: PROJECT PERSONNEL
List administrative personnel, other than the two
contacts listed on page 1 (salaried or volunteer) who
will manage the project and the grant. List artists
contracted for the project; attach resumes,
biographies or brochures. If additional artists or
administrative personnel are to be involved, please
include additional sheets with final application.

PROJECT NARRATIVE
This narrative should be included with your
application. Submit the narrative on separate, 81/2 x
11" paper, with additional copies as required (see
checklist, page 4).  Type or use word processing
software, if possible. Your proposal will be
evaluated on the basis of this narrative, so be as
thorough as possible, and be sure to have in mind the
evaluation criteria (see guidelines).  Answer the
questions in the order presented (please number your
corresponding responses). Give a complete, concise
description of the project for which funds are being
requested. Include all information requested.  Make a
case for the uniqueness of your proposed project, and
its importance.

PAGE 3: PROJECT BUDGET
For each Expense & Income line, enter the amount for
the project under consideration for funding [Project
columns].  Break each one of these figures down, and
provide explanation, on a separate "budget notes"
page, attached to application, with additional copies as
required (see checklist, app. Page 4).  For example: If
you have a figure of $800 under Expenses/ Non-
Personnel/ Artists, please break down the fees for each
artist, if there are more than one involved.

EXPENSES:
Expenses/Personnel:  For applicant organizations
with paid staff, whether administrative or artistic,
itemize your personnel costs for this project.
Individual artists or artist groups applying include your
fees in this column.  All-Volunteer organizations enter
estimates in In-Kind column.
Expenses/Non-Personnel: Itemize costs for
contracted Visual or Performing Artists, Other Outside

Professionals (consultants, graphic designers, legal,
choreography, and other services), Space Rental,
Travel & Transportation (for artists, staff, or
volunteers), Advertising & Promotion (printing,
mailing, and advertising, etc.).  Space is provided for
additional items. ANYTHING DONATED TO
PROJECT SHOULD GO IN THE IN-KIND
COLUMN.
Expenses/ Remaining Operating:  All items not
entered in other categories.  Supplies & Materials,
Equipment Rental, and Other. Itemize these costs in
your "budget notes" attachment.

In-Kind column : For each Expense line, calculate
estimated donated goods and services in the In-Kind
column.  This includes all goods and services that
would be project expenses if they were not donated.
Services may include volunteer staff, time on a
computer, free advertising, etc. Non-cash donations
include office supplies, groceries for refreshments,
material for costumes, etc.  This total shows the panel
the true cost of your project, and should not be
included in the Project Expense column.

INCOME
Earned Income: Itemize projected income from
tickets, fees for workshops, performances,
concessions, advertising, parking, etc.
Unearned Income: Itemize income from corporate
sponsors, foundations, membership and individual
contributions, government grants (federal, state, or
local), & other unearned income (e.g. interest income).
PLEASE NOTE: It is unlikely for any project to be
completely funded through a Community Arts Grant.
All applicants should show additional sources of
revenue in their budgets.  DO NOT include your
Community Arts Grant (Decentralization funds)
request as Income.
Community Arts Grant Request: Your request
equals Project Expenses minus Project Income.
Minimum & Maximum award amounts apply; see
page 3 of these guidelines.   Do not include In-Kind
estimates in this amount.

PAGE 4:
Organizational Budget Summary: For non-arts
organizations, total arts related expenses, income and
contributions; for arts organizations, use figures from
the entire organization's budget from the last
completed fiscal year.
Certification and Release: Must be signed and dated
by an officer of the organization applying.  Please be
sure to read carefully before signing.
Checklist: Carefully check to make sure all required
information, and requested copies are included in your
packet before submitting to the ACWC.




